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IN THE HOUSE OF LORDS OF mA, J 


e That an 1 Addreſs be preſented to His 8 Lord 
ce Lieutenant to ſtate, that as Parliament had confided to His Excellency 
cc extraordinary powers in order to ſupport the Laws and defeat traĩterous 


© Combinations in this Country, we feel it our duty—as thoſe powers 
© have not produced the defired effect. to recommend the adoption of 


cc ſuch conciliatory meaſures as may allay apprehenſions and diſcontent. 
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TER numerous Applications for the SyEECH 
of the Right Honourable the Zaxr or CLARE, 
induced the Publiſher to print the earlieſt Copy 
that had then reached England. On Saturday, 
 howeyer, he received, from Ireland, the Spixen 
at FuLL LENGTH PUBLISHED BY AuTHoraTY ; ; 


and he earneſtly hopes, that the Purchaſers of 
the FixsT EpiTIoN, will not attribute to him 


any undue Motives, in now laying before the 
Public, this more faithful Tranſcript of one of 
| the moſt intereſting and important 1 ever 
made in any Ye 
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T REQUEST that the clerk may read to the Houſe the 


report of a Secret Committee of your Lordſhips in the 
ſeſñon of 17933 and I requeſt the attention of the noble 


Earl to its contents, as poſſibly, from his abſence from the 


kingdom, he may not be acquainted with it, and I have 
no doubt that it will go very far to explain the conduct of 
government and the circumſtances of the ans times, 
[The Report was then read. 

If the noble Earl has read the report of the laſt Seffion, 
as T have no doubt he has, T ſhall not trouble the Houſe 
with it. My Lords, the ſubje& now before you is one 


upon which there has been more miſrepreſentation than it 


is poſſible ts conceive; and I am ſorry to add, that the 
noble Earl's ſuppoſed expreffions in another place, have 
made no ſmall acceſſion to the common ſtock. Under the 
authority of that noble Earl ſeveral miſrepreſentations have 
been propagated ; One, that the people of this country 

B | had 
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had been inſulted by declarations made in this and the 
other Ha of Parliament; that in the other Houſe a 
Member had ftarted up, and uninvited by the ſubject, gi- 
ven an interdict to the Catholic claims; that in this Houſe 
another perſon had paſſed a ſweeping condemnation upon 
the North of Ireland. As to what has or has not happened 
in the other Houſe of Parliament, it would be highly im- 
proper for me or any other noble Lord to give any opinion 
on the ſubject; but of this J aſſure the noble Earl, that 
nothing has ever paſſed in this Houſe which could warrant 
what has been ſaid of one of its members; and yet the no- 
ble Earl has upon ſuch a foundation paſſed a 2 con- 
demnation upon the government of Ireland; = 

Allow me, my Lords, with the moſt unfeigned reſpect 
for the military talents and eſtimable character of the noble 
Earl, to aſk him upon what principle he has ventured to 
paſs ſuch a ſweeping condemnation both in this Houſe, of 
which he is a member, andi in the Britiſh Houſe of Lords? 
Upon what principle did he, i in that Britiſh Houſe of Lordl, 
propoſe : an addreſs of a Britiſh Houſe of Parliament, call- 


ing upon the Crown to interpoſe its paternal influence in 


a matter ſolely cognizable by an Iriſh Parliament, in the 
repealing of laws of Ireland of fundamental i import, to the 
Nate, that the ag br tyranny of the « corfeu had bean cſta- 
bliſned in this country; that the horrible practices of the 
inquiſition | had been put; in; force; ; that the natiyes of this 
country had been put to the torture to force a confeſſion 
of their own ſuppoſed crimes,., or the guilt of their neigh - 
bours ? Upon what principle he could have, done. theſe 
things, 1.confefs, myſelf ignorant; but 1 am forry to ob- 


ſorve, that theſe exaggerations have paſſed uncontroverted 


through er en mmer of Great Aren and 
Ireland. 
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It is, my Lords, too much the practice in theſe coun- 
tries to drown truth and reaſon in noiſe and clamour. 


When America had moſt unhappily fallen into diſſention 


with Great Britain, the oppoſition politicians, in order to 


carry their point againſt; the miniſter, were very active in 
fomenting theſe diſſentions; and the conſequence was, that 
thwarted in his plans, and diſconcerted by his opponents, 
the miniſter was indeed forced from power, but not until 
America had been loſt in the ſtruggle. | The fame poli- 
titians Who played this game of embarraſment againſt Lord 
North have now turned moſt graciouſly turned their de- 
ſigns toward this country, and thought fit to buſy them- 
ſelves for their own purpoſes in the affairs of Ireland ; and, 
in furtherance of their own projects, to lend their protec- 


tion to every motley faction which may ſtart up to the 1 


lie diſturbancte. 

The noble Earl 5 fully diſavoired the very nes 
8 which he has been ſuppoſed to have made againſt 
the army employed in this kingdom; but he has at the 
ſame time imputed the r e ſyſtem which has exiſted 
in this country to thqferroneous conduct of the Britiſh 
cabinet, and propoſes 28-the grand remedy for all the diſ- 
trations of the cons a ere of what he has called 
conciliation. a 92 


What ſecurity can the: noble Earl give us of the effofs 


_ of ſuch a ſyſtem ?-he prophecies that it will be ſucceſsful 


what pledge have we for the accompliſhment of his 


preſage:?—does he reaſon from the paſt the paſt is againſt 


him—if conciliation. were a ſpell to allay clamour and diſ- 


content, in no place on the globe has it found ſo fair an 
experiment as in the kingdom of Ireland. I call upon the 
noble Earl to meet me upon this very ground; that from 
the year 1779, to this day, the ſyſtem of the Britiſh Ca- 
binet has been a ſyſtem of conciliation to this country; 
bogweb:y B 2 | and 
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OH, 
and: that no nation of Europe has, within that time, ad- 
vanced to equal proſperity with the kingdom of Ireland. 
In the year 1779 -the noble Earl was then engaged in the 
diſcharge of an honourable duty in another part of the 
globe: in that year, there were reſtraints upon the com- 
merce of Ireland; Parliament addreſſed the Throne, and 
the Britiſh acts which operated to reſtrain Iriſh commerce 
were immediately repealed. And be it remembered, my 
| Lords, that the very perſons who now profeſs themſelves 
to be the moſt forward advocates of Iriſh emancipation, 
who are now in the practice of making Irifh grievances a 


ſubje& of continual debate in the Britiſh Parliament; be it 


remembered, I fay, that theſe very perſons did, in 1779, 


expreſs the moſt unqualified diſapprobation of relaxing the 


_ reſtraints. which affected our commerce; the very ſame 
men who are now the advocates of Iriſh traitors. - 

In a very ſhort time after this conceſſion, the voice of 
complaint was again heard; grievances were clamoured on 
every fide, they were brought forward in Parliament by 
the leading patriots of the day, and a majority of the 
Houſe of Commons had the preſumption to reſiſt their de- 
mands. Then, for the firſt time, was an appeal made 
from Parliament to the armed Majeſty of the People; and 


every man who preſumed to heſitate upon the ſubject in 
queſtion, was denounced as an enetny to his country by 


this candid, impartial and auguſt tribunal. The Britiſh 
Cabinet, however, took ſteps to concillate. The Duke 


of Portland called upon the country to ſtate what its | 


grievances were: after ſuch a ſtep, one would have hoped 
for ſome reſpite; the anſwer to his Addreſs was ſettled by 
the Oppoſition Cabinet of this country, ſo that the leaders 
of the popular cauſe were the very perſons who ſettled 
what meaſure of conciliation would gratify the country. 
That meaſure was reſtricted by them to a repeal of the 


uſurped 


= 


1 
uſurped claim of the Britiſh Parliament to EZ) Ireland by 
its acts, and a perpetual Mutiny Bill. The Duke of 
Portland promiſed for his Majefty, that he would aſſent to 
their defires. I am juſtified, my Lords, in ſaying that 
theſe grievances were brought forward by Oppoſition, as 


the only matters of which 'the country could complain | 


for your Lordſhips will find, not only that they were ſtated 
in an amendment moved to the addreſs to the Throne, and 


agreed to by the Houſe of Commons, but that in that 
amendment, Oppoſition undertook to point out all the 


grievances of the country, and pledged themſelves that no 
future difficulty ſhould ariſe between the two countries, 
and that for this pledge the Houſe of Commons voted the 
enormous ſum of 50,0001, to the Gentleman who had 
taken on him the office of finding out thoſe grievances, as 
' a reward for the final ſettlement of all diſſentions. Theſe 
conceſſions were received with unbounded applauſe, and 
their authors were the idols 1 the nation for about three 
weeks. x 


A gentleman, of great political ſagacity, diſcovered, 


chat it was not ſufficient for Great Britain to repeal the 


act declaring her right to bind Ireland, but that a renun- 
ciation of the right itſelf was abſolutely neceſlary ; this 
became inſtantly the univerſal opinion, and the very men, 
who had three weeks before been the popular idols, were 
now the objects of obloquy and contempt, and expoſed not 
only to inſult but to perſonal danger; to ſuch a pitch of 
violence did their political anger drive the people; at the 
ſame time, that nine hundred and ninety-nine out of one 
thouſand, were utterly ignorant of the diſtinction between 
Jimple repeal and renunciation; and would, I will venture 
to ſay, have been as eaſy hollooed at Renunciation as they 
were at Simple Repeal, and have held it in as much abhor- 
rence without knowing wherefore, had it anſwered the 
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purpoſes of thoſe who ſet them on. One would have 


thought the experience of theſe: fats, and the peril to 


which even their lives were at this time expoſed, would 


have taught them the hazard of appealing to an armed 


multitude upon queſtions of abſtract grievances. The 


| Majeſty of the People ſoon diſcovered another grievance 


the army having been of neceſſity ſent from this country, 
the Duke of Portland, from a principle of economy, raiſed 
four provincial regiments, officered by men, who were to 
derive no military rank from their ſituation, and to be no 
expence to the nation after the war; the name of Fenct- 
bles, was new in the country; a clamour was raiſed - 
againſt the eſtabliſhment, and the Duke of Portland be- 
came as much an. object of abuſe as any other man with 


whom they choſe to be offended; had he raiſed four regi- 


ments of the line, and burthened the nation with an ex- 
penſive half-pay liſt, nothing would have been ſaid; but 
this act of economy was taken as a moſt. eee at 
upon an independent nation. 

After the Duke had left this country, the Court of | 
King's Bench in England, had decided upon a record re- 
moved into that Court before the act of repeal ; it was my 


Lord Mansfield's duty, and I defy any lawyers to tell me 
how he could have avoided deciding upon a record which 


he found in his court; but this was a new. grievance, it 
was a new proof of the inſincerity of the Britiſh Cabi- 
net ( though the cauſe was a private cauſe, unconnected 
with any political circumſtance) and a clamour was raiſed 
accordingly againſt this Britiſh Cabinet---My Lord Buck- 
ingham, who was then Lord Lieutenant, and with whom, 
although I held no office, 1 had the honour of intimacy 
and communication; had the moſt perfect conviction of 
the ſincerity of the Britiſh Cabinet towards Ireland, and 


laboured to convince this country that the opinion of its 


duplicity 


B © 
duplicity was unfounded; and although be thought the 


faith of the Britiſh Parliament the beſt "ſecurity, yet in 


order to remove all doubt, and to prevent Britiſh courts 
even by the conſtruction of ſome of their commercial 
ſtatutes from acting towards Ireland, he procured his bro- 
ther, now Lord Grenville, to introduce an act into the 
Britiſh Parliament; which act was paſſed, renouncing in 
the fulleſt terms any right to legiſlate for this country: 

Thus gratified in every with, the patriots of Iteland 
might have ſuſpended their labour, but this was not to 
happen; they then diſcovered that the Parliament which 
had procured all theſe advantages was in itſelf a grievance, 
and being armed, they thought that the moſt conſtitutional 
mode of redreſſing grievances was to aſſemble in a military 


Convention in the metropolis. Accordingly, in the year 


1783, a military Convention did meet in this city,” decked 
in all the forms of a Parliament, they had their ſpeaker, 
their committees; a bill for the reform of the Houſe of 
Commons was brought in, read, debated, read a ſecond 
time, committed, reported and ordered to be engrofled, 


read a third time, paſſed, and ſent by two of their number, 


who happened to have _ in the other . to be re- 
giſtered by Parliament. 


It was declared at this time, by the * miniſter of that 


day, now a leader of oppoſition, as his opinion, to my 
Lord Northington, that the exiſtence of Ireland as a 


member of the Britiſh Empire. depended _ his diſperſe 


ing that armed Convention. 

Parliament however vindicated its ha the bill thus 
brought in upon the point of the bayonet was indeed of- 
fered to the Houſe of Commons, but that Houſe treated 
this act of contumacious folly with the contempt 'it de- 


„Mr. Fox. u 5 
8 ſerved; 
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ſerved; it was driven from their _ and its au- 
thors, aſhamed of the act of folly they had committed, 
my flunk back to their different counties. 

Me were, in conſequence of this firm conduct, quiet fon 
about a year, before it was diſcovered that Britiſh manu- 
factures by their ſuperior quality and cheapneſs, obtained a 
preference in our markets; and inſtead of ſetting about to 
rival them in quality or cheapneſs, or at all conſidering 
that the balance of trade between this country and Great 
Britain was infinitely in our favour, it was immediately 
reſolved to commence a war of prohibitory duties againſt 


England, although it was proved deciſively that we had 


not wool enough 1 in this * to elothe one half of its 


inhabitants. 


To conciliate and quiet theſe clamours, Great nein 
in 1785, offered a fair and liberal commercial treaty to 
this country, by which ſhe admitted us to her markets, and 
ſhared her -immenſe capital with us, and opened her colo- 
nies to our trade, on condition that we ſhould follow Eng- 
land in the laws which ſhe had made for the regulation of 
thoſe colonies, and that trade of which we were to partici- 
pate. I his however was repreſented as a new attack upon 
Iriſh independence, and ſo great was the outcry raiſed* 
againſt it, that the Parliament of Ireland in their wiſdom 
thought fit to reject the treaty,” and duped by the fillieft 
deception that ever was put upon any ſet of men, omitted 


an opportunity of conſolidating the intereſts of the empire, 


There was now ſome reſpite from political agitation 
for two or three years; and I appeal to every man who 
hears me, if the kingdom did not during that period ad- 


yance in praſperity to a degree unexampled before, 


In the year 1789 a moſt critical imperial queſtion aroſe, 


| in which the Parliament of Ireland, influenced by the 


ſaws perſons who had ſupported all thoſe clamours, _ 
WI 


1 

with the moſt marked hoſtility towards the Britiſh Parlia- 
ment ; and I cannot avoid ſaying, my Lords, that in my 
opinion, the raſh, intemperate, and illegal conduct of that 
period on that queſtion ſhook the Conſtitution to its foun-« 
dation, and was the primary cauſe of all the diſaſters which 
we now witneſs and muſt ever deplore. 
Upon the termination of -that queſtion, ſeyeral of the 
oldeſt ſervants of the Crown refuſed to attend their duty, 
and offer their advice to Government. The Marquis of 
Buckingham, forgetting the inſult which in their rage 
had been caſt upon him, was anxious to conciliate and 
bring them back to their duty; he failed, and was in 
conſequence obliged to diſmiſs them · from the ſervice of 
the Crown, 
| Theſe perſons, combining with the old 83 
formed themſelves into a political cub for the redreſs of 
grievances in this country. They began by a manifeſta, 
charging the Britiſh Government with a ſyſtematic deſign 
to deſtroy the liberty of Ireland, and they proclaimed-that 
the baſis of their inſtitution was a reſolution with their 
lives and fortunes to maintain the Conſtitution as ſettled 
by the Reyolution of 1688, and re· aſſerted in Ireland in 
JAR. ; 
_ In this manifeſto they. declare the ſpecific meaſures Af | 
which they complained or which they deſired; amongft 
the former was I think the making three Commiſſioners of 
the Revenue, and the ſeparation of the Board of Accounts 
and Stamps; whether this was a very oppreſſive grievance 
J will not fay, but ſure am I, that if nine Commiſſioners- 
and two Boards do attend their duty, they will ind an 
employment for all their members. 
A Penſion Bill was one of their objects ; by this bill, if 
it had paſſed, an appropriated ſum of 80,000]. per annum 
would haye been giyen abſolutely ti to the Crown, at a — 

8 when 
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— no es part of the revenue was appropriated. By 


their Reſponſibility Bill there was to be an Executive Di- 
rectory of five officers independent of the Crown to be eſta- 
bliſhed1 in this country, _ ; 
"Theſe meaſures' were repeatedly preſſed upon Part: 
ment, and they carried on their debates with ſo much coarſe, 
intemperate, foul and uſeleſs invective, charging each other 
ſo familiarly with faction and corruption, that the people 
gave both ſides credit—full credit for the villainous charges 
exhibited againſt each other ; and with minds poiſoned by 
the clamours of this political club, and inflamed by their 
calumnies into hatred of the Britiſh name, were ready to 
become the inſtruments of any political club which would 
incite them by the ſame kind of clamour, and accordingly 
were readily diſpoſed to follow the peſtilent ſociety of 
United Iriſhmen ; that peſtilent aſſociation, which has re- 
duced this country to a ftate of cannibal barbariſm little 
ſhort of the horrors of 1641, began its career as the Whig 
Club had done, by a manifeſto, not a manifeſto againſt any 
Adminiſtration, but againſt the Britiſh name, they propo- 
ſed as their remedy of grievances an union of Iriſhmen of 
all deſcriptions ; not to counteract the exifting Miniſter, to 
favour the Adminiſtration of the Duke of Portland, of my 
Lord Lanſdowne, of Mr. Fox, or of the Noble Earl him- 
ſelf, if he ſhould get into power, but to rouſe up the in- 
dignation of this country againſt the Britiſh connexion and 
Britiſh power under any ſhape which it might poflibly af- 
fume. Does the Noble Earl recolle& the confidential dif- 


patch of their founder (now a fugitive for High Treaſon) 


to his friends in. Belfaſt ? That founder is now a reſident 
in Paris, and if I have been rightly informed, was an 


Adjutant-General in Hoche's army, and had alfo a 


commiſſion in the NE" aol” armament ſo _— de- 
leaving | 


— 


It 
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Ins that confidential diſpatch, the Noble Earl will find 
it avowed, that the deſign of this aſſociation was to effect 


a ſeparation from England, and that they have always | 


hoped, by French albftance, to carry that purpoſe into ef- 
fect. 

It was long a ſubje& of lamentation with me, that this 
peſtilent "neſt of conſpirators was ſuffered to continue in 
the metropolis, and notwithſtanding my repeated remon- 
ſtrances upon the ſubject, their fittings had continued near- 

ly three years before the Magiſtrates were ſuffered to dif. 


perſe them. By that ſociety it was propoſed to array a 
corps of National Guards after the French manner; that 


corps to be diſtinguiſhed by enſigns of difaffetion—by the 

Iriſh Harp ſeparated from the Crown. This corps was to 

have paraded publicly, in order to encourage others to join, 
-and by the aid of numbers to forward the plan 'of ſepara- 
tion. Government ſaw the danger when it became im- 
-mediate, and by a e exertion a n pre a TP. to 
the attempt, | 


In the report which 1 like read to your Lordſhips, you 


vil find it ſtated by an Officer of the army, that no att 


was left untried to ſeduce the ſoldiery; that he was him- 
ſelf applied to, to accept a commiſſion in the reyolution- 
ary army, ſo long ago as the year 1792, and this is not 
the depoſition of Mr. Newel, or Mr. Bird, or any other 
perſon of that deſcription, but of a gentleman of rank, 
honour, reſpectability, and worth; a gentleman of un 
ſtained credit and loyalty, who now holds the commiſſion 


of Colonel in his Majeſty's army. To this gentleman the 


propoſal was made, and it was added that they had money 
enough; that they had arms and men, but that _— wanted 
officers of experience to diſcipline them. 

In the further progreſs of their deſign, they contrived 
to detach the Catholics of this country from the Cam- 


tee, 
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tee of their own Gentry and Nobility, by whom they had 


been before directed. Noble Lords will remember the 


invective and calumny which they contrived to throw 


upon the late Lord Kenmare, becauſe he dared to recom- 


mend to the Catholics a loyal and 1 conduct in the 
ſolicitation of their claim. 


HFlaving detached the Catholics from their own ariſto- 
cracy, their affairs were put under the controul of an Exe- 


cutiye Committee, ſome of whoſe members are, L believe, - 


at this moment of the Executive Directory of the Iriſh 
Union, and connected with their brethren in France. 

The better and more cheaply to furniſh themſelves with 
arms, they ſet the Catholics upon the ſcheme of robbing 


the Proteſtants of their arms; it appears from indubitable 


Evidence that they held correſpondence through their Se- 


cretary, with reſpeX to men who were to be tried in the 


North for breaking open houſes and taking arms; that 


their Secretary was active in ſoliciting to have thoſe per- 


ſons bailed, and was himſelf the perſon who employed 
agents to defend them upon their trials. All that I have 
thus ſtated to your Lordſhips paſſed long before any one of 
the laws of which thoſe perſons affect to complain, and to 
which the Noble Earl ſeems to attribute their exceſſes, 
long before I fay Parliament had found it abſolutely neceſ- 


ſary to paſs, theſe laws, 


A law was paſled in the Seſſion of 1793, founded upon 


te circumſtances which I have mentioned, and prohibiting 


any importation or removal of arms or gunpowder without 


à licenſe from Government: this law was founded upon 
the very report whieh has been read: the Committee which 
made that report was moved for by a Noble Earl * not at 


all connected with Government, and without any com- 


„ Earl Farnham, 


munication 


= 
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anriicarion with them, The Noble Earl who has made 
this motion, was then abſent from this « country, but if he 
had been preſent, the circumſtances of "neceſſity would 
have ſtruck him as forcibly as they did the Noble Earl 
who called for that — of which the report is the 
reſults = 

In the ſame ſeſſion, an act was paſſed prohibiting the 
contraband trade of Parliaments, © The cauſe of this law 
was equally imperative with the former: a Catholic Com- 
mittee had ſat in the City of Dublin, and publiſhed as its 


debates, the moſt inflammatory ſpeeches that I have ever 85 


heard or read; and the Iriſh Union had projected, and 
openly declared, that a Convention ſhould meet in Ath- 
lone, cheſen as the French Convention was, by Primary 
Aſſemblies electing delegates, who were in their turn to 
ele& the members of this Convention By this mode of 
election they were to eſtabliſh a prompt and immediate 
connection and intercourſe between every factious man, in 
every turbulent pariſh in Ireland, and the grand Conven- 
tion in Athlone, which was to have met in September, 
1793. Parliament, however, faw the danger, and did by 
the Convention Bill declare the law upon this ſubject—I 
ſay declare, for I do contend that ſuch an aſſembly was il- 
legal by the law of England. So that theſe two laws, fo 
far from having been the caufe of this conſpiracy which is 
now operating in the country, aroſe from the incontrover- 
tible proof of its 2 and as, irons to their 
_—_ been enacted. Wn 

The labours of the Vion were 886 Wee inter- 
rupted: though they did not dare ſo openly to attack the 
Conſtitution, they toiled in ſecret; and your Lordſhips too 
well recollect what a ſcene of murder Md tobbery, for 
to or three years, diſgraced thoſe counties into which the 


(4 ) 
Iriſh Union had found its way; no loyal peaceful man 


could fit ſecurely by his fire · ſide; the firſt ſalute or notice 
Which he received of the attack upon his houſe, was uſually; . 


= volley of muſquetry about his ears, fired. in through his 


windows; and if this failed of driving him out of his 
houſe, it was uſual to ſet the houſe on _ that he might. 
be forced out for. aflaflination 

In the year-1796, an act was found e to ofa 
theſe outrages, and one was paſſed by the late Parliament, 
by which Government was enabled, if the majority of the 
Magiſtrates of a county ſhould require it, to declare any, 
diſtri repreſented by them as in a ſtate of diſturbance 
out of the King's peace, and to eſtabliſh i in ſuch diſtri a 
fort of Military, Government. By that law, the taking of 
unlawful oaths was made a tranſportable felony, and the 
tendering of them a capital crime: for the means by which 
the Union has acted, and ſtill acts, was and is by means 
of an oath to keep ſecrecy, and obey the commands of 
their leaders. This law, although paſſed early in 1796, 
was not exereiſed for a e time; it was auen put 
in force i in the county of Armagh. . WF 

In that county religious, feuds had * years 280 ari- 
ſen ; ; the Diſſenters, under the name of ©. Peep of Day 
Boys,“ had moſt certainly been the aggreſſors, and had 
diſarmed the Catholics of that county, who, in their turn, 
aſſumed the name of * Defenders,” and many outrages 
had been committed by both parties; but this had been 
all ended, and a final ſtop had been put to their diſſention 
until the years 1792, and 1793, when the | Catholics 
were, by the contrivances of the Union, hallooed at the 
Proteſtants to rob them of their arms; the Proteſtants 
in their turn *. mm. 12 of — a 
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goniſts from the county; and I lament their conduct as 
much as the noble Earl himſelf can do. His Majeſty” $ 
Miniſters thought as I do; and I have now in my hand 
an official letter from the Lord Lieutenant to the Go- 
vernor of that county, enjoining him to exert his autho- 
rity and power, without regard to either party, in keep- 
ing the peace of his county. This letter was read at a 
meeting of the Armagh Magiſtrates, who were fo well 
convinced of the ſincerity of Government, that they re- 
turned the Lord Lieutenant their unanimous thanks for 
bis conduct, in a reſolution moyed' by Sir Capel Moli- 
neaux. The Lord Lieutenant alſo, ſent Colonel Crad- 
dock into that Country, with the ſame directions, and 
under his influence, the country "would have ſoon return- 
ed to a ſtate of tranquillity, had not _unfortunately a ge- 
neral election approached; the magiſtrates of the county, 
for election purpoſes, ranged themſelves under the diffe- 
rent parties of Orange - men and Defenders; and I did 
then, and do now declare, that if T could have procured a A 
ſufficient number of gentlemen of that country to execute 
the office. of et irate, who bad not taken one part or 
the other, I would have iſſued a new commiſſion, of "ths 
peace for the county of Armagh, omitting every one of 
the preſent magiſtrates ; but unfortunately, I could not 
procure them. It has been ſtated that the noble Eat! had 

declared i in another country, that more can 7 — 


e 


towards the people ; how. TG this charge has” "been 
made, will appear from what I have ſtated to your "Lords 
ſhips, and I, do aver, that every word I have Rated upon 
the ſubject i is perfectly On. without exaggeratign on one 
de or the pther, F * e 
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© White N thus laboured to preſerve peace; 
the Iriſh Union continued to propagate their peſtilential 
aſſociations, and I will ſtate to your Lordſhips what the 
conſtitution of thoſe aſſociations is, and aſk you and the 
noble Earl if it be poſfible for any regular Government, 
by the ordinary means of — laws, to oounteract 
their projects. 

The lower or primary ſocieties, conſiſting of thoſe 
who are in the lower claſs. of ſociety, are formed into 
clubs.of not more than thirty each; when they amount 
to that number they divide into new ſocieties, which, in 
their cant, are organized, and provided with the neceſ- 
ſary officers. When the number of theſe ſocieties in a 
barony becomes ſufficient for the purpoſe, a ' ſociety is 
elected from amongſt them to preſide over the affairs of 
the barony, and communicate between the primary ſocie- 
ties and their ſuperiors. From the baronial committees, 
when amounting to a ſufficient number, are formed county 
committees, which in the fame manner produce provin- 
dial committees, immediately connected with their execu- 


tive directory, and immediately with the loweſt ſocieties 


of the Union, By this fort of ſyſtem, the executive di- 
rectory of the Union govern. its operations with more 


vigour than even the ability of the noble Earl could dif- 
fuſe through the moſt regular army he ever had under his 


command, The communications are made through their 
reſpective ſecretaries, either verbally or by detached 
papers, which, when they are fully underſtood, are fo 
immediately cancelled, that it is wonderful that ſo many 
of them ſhould have been diſcovered. In this way the. 
commands of the Executive Directory are communicated 


through the provincial, county, and baronial ſecretaries, 


to the loweſt ranks of this peſtilent Unzon. When 
there, is ſuch an inviſible 3 operating by inviſible 
means z 


„ 
; means; how is a regular Government to pci by the 
| Dow formalities of municipal law, the promptneſt of ſuch 
an enemy; a promptneſs which” 0 — bas bi 
--therto-been' found to attain. a | 
Tube noble Earl ſpeaks: of ee U are * 
to corciliate ? is it the Revolutionary Government, the 
Executive Directory of Ireland, which holds as regular a 
correſpendence with France, as my Lord Camden does 
with his Majeſty's Miniſters: I will tell the noble Earl, 
chat they are not to be conciliated; that they would no 
more treat with the noble Earl, than they would with me 
that they conſider themſelves as ſecure of French aid, and 
of the ſupport of the lower orders, whom they have ſe- 
duced by the hope of plunder, and the promiſe of an Agra- 
rian diſtribution of the land. Does the noble Earl know 
to what frenzy this Union has carried the greatet part of 8 
the lower order; that they have taken an oath of ſecrecy, 
which to violate is certain death ; that they are bound to 
obey the orders of their governots, even to the aſſaſſina- 
tion of their deareſt friend or - moſt beloved companion; 
that by their unrelenting barbarity they have ſpread uni- 
verſal horror and diſmay through the country; that every 
. witneſs. who has dared to appear againſt them, has been 
written down in the book of death ; that magiſtrates have 
been murdered; that even in the Courts of Juftice, jury- 
men have been threatened with the fate of thoſe witneſſes 
- and. magiſtrates,” and deſired to look to them as to their 
on lot, nnn en eee 
. Union. n = 
In the courſe of the laſt coin a witedhar hand-bill 
us publiſhed and ſent through the North of Ireland, cau- 
tioning jurors, that they ſhould not date to convict a 
brother; and the general ſentiment promulged by thelr 
| Cms i, that no omg committed to forward the 
C | objects. 
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objects of the Union is blameablez nay, that erery foch 
act is pardonable in the eyes of God and man. 


I hold in my hand a paper, which will prove a h | 


fimilarity to another myſtic Union mentioned by the noble 


Baron (Lord Glentworth) in another country; Profeſſor 


Robiſon has defcribed and developed the German Union; 
this paper will afferd a * n of dne Trifh 
Aſſociation.— ** 

4 Jt is propoſed that at this conjuncture a Society hall 
be inſtituted in this city, having much of the ſecrecy, and 
ſomewhat of the ceremonial attached to Free Maſonry— 
with ſo much ſecreſy as may communicate curioſity, uncer- 


tainty and expectation to the minds of ſurrounding men; 


—with fo much impreſſive and affecting ceremony in all 


its internal economy, as, without impeding real buſineſs, 


may ſtrike the foul through the ſenſes, and addreſſing the 


whole man, may animate his phileſophy & the — * ö 


his paſſions. | 
« Seereſy i fs . and AN” 3 # will make the 
| bond of union mare coheſive, and the ſpirit of this union more 
ardent and. mare condenſed; it will envelepe this denſe 
flame with a cloud of gloomy ambiguity, that will not only 
Facilitate its own agency, but will at the ſame time con- 


| Found and terrify its. enemies by their ignorance of the 
defign, the extent, the direction, or the conſequences, It 
will throw a veil over thoſe individuals whoſe profeſſional = 
- prudence might make them wiſh to Iye concealed, until a 
manifeſtation of themſelves become abſolutely neceſſary. 


And, laftly, ſecreſy is neceſſary, becauſe it is by no means 
certain that a country, ſo great a flranger to'itſelf as 
Ireland, where, the North and the South, and the Eaſt 
and Mat, meet to _ wonder at each other, is yet prepared 


for the adoption of one profeſfon of Political Faith, while 


there may be individuals from each of theſe quarters ready 


| | 40 
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adopt fach 4 prefeſton, and to propagate it with their 5 


| * abi lities, when neceſſary—wi th their load 
WO * OY 5 


4 Let every member wear, day and ads.” an . 


round bis neck, containing the great principle which 
unites the brotherhood in letters of gold on a ribbon, firiped 


with all the original colours, and incloſed in à ſbeath of 


white filk, to repreſent the pure union of thr mingled rays, 


and the abolition of all ſuperficial diſtinctians, all eblours 


and ſhades of difference, for the ſake of one illiftrious ends 


Let this amulet of union, ' faith and honoùr depind from 
the nect, and be bound about the _ next te 054% a _ 


chaſe to the heart. 


8 Thes is enthufiaſm.=lt 3 is ſoz add ihe that 75 5 | 
fſrark of Hiberniciſm i in his nature, would net feel it kindle. 
into a flame of generous enthuſiaſm? Whit, that has a 


drop of ſympathy in his heart; when hz loots' around him, 
and ſees how happineſs is heaped up in mounds, and how 
miſery it diffuſed aud divided among the million; does 
not exclaim, Alas | for the ſufftririg, and Oh , fur the 


power to redreſs it? And who. is there that has enthu= | 


fraſm ſufficient to male an exclamation; would not combine 
with others as honeſt as himſelf, to mate the will live in 


the aft, and to Arabs WISE 2 11. 
is there? M? & 


© The firſt bufneſs of the Brothirhaid will bs Ry 
a tranſcript, or digeſt, F the ductrim which they - 
to ſubſcribe, to uphold, to propagate, aud redute to prater. 


It is time for Irelund to loo her fortunt inthe fate, not 


with turbulent offtentation, but with fixed reſolution to 


live and die Freemen.— Let then theſe que/tions bt agitathd 
CT 
concealed from us by intereſted perſons and arion, and 
which _ terrible 0 by being kept in the dark, 


C 2 a | 
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Always armed with this * . that it is the duty of. 
the Prople to eftabliſh their rights, this Bociety will carry 
it along with them in their courſe, as the Sybil did the 


branch of gold, to avert or to Helle every vain n 
and every unreal terror. 


n » 
« Is the Independence of Ireland nominal or. real, 4 
borren right, or a fact regulative of national anden and 
2 national character? 
* Has it had any other ell than raifng the value of | 
a houſe, and e it mere Vel, Melee, at the expence 
of the People? 
i there any middle Bats" between the extremits ＋ 
union with Britain and total ſeparation, in which the 
xights of the 8 can be TY enn and WL in 
rh | * 
AO e ee e KR e 
0 By the BROTHERHOOD! are: theſe queſtions, nt ſuch 
as theſe, to be determined. On this determination are 
they to form the. chart ef their conſtitution, which with 
honour and good faith they are to ſubſcribe, and which is 
to regulate their courſe Let the Society at large 
meet four times in the year, and an acting Committee once a 
month, to which all members ſhall be invited. Let theſe 
meetings. be.convivial,'but not the tranſitory patriotiſm of 
deep potation; confidential, the heart open and the door 
leckedz converſational, 'net 4 debating” ſociety. There is 
tas much harranguing in this eie alteadyy, a f and 
redundance of found,” » 
If the principles of a {chool. may be any See 
ſrom the ſentiments of their teacher, we have the deſign 
of the Union” in the ſentiments of Mr. Tone, their 
founder, avewed again and again; his confidential diſpatch 
0 W * 2 N R to be, ſeparation from 
Jos \ England, 
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England, and the eſtabliſhment of an a liſh Republic con- 
nected with France, To accompliſh this laudable purpoſe, 
have witneſſes, magiſtrates, and jurors been murderedy 
the rabble armed, pikes made and diſtributed, barba» 
 rities committed, at which even France might bluſh, and 
the King's ſoldiers attempted to be corrupted to deſert 
their colours and rob their Sovereign; public juſtice has 
been eluded, inſulted and trampled upon, and a power 
_ eſtabliſhed paramount to the law, I regret moſt exceed- 
ingly that the noble Earl does not reſide in this country, 
and form his opinions from his own obſervations, for if he 
did, I would moſt willingly reſt the detecmination upon 
his acknowledged honour and integrity. 

Has the noble Earl heard of the fate of Dr. e | 
a clergymen of the eſtabliſhed church, who was obliged 
for ſeveral months to have his houſe in the North of Ire» 
land garriſoned againſt theſe inſurgents ; has he heard that | 
this clergyman, a man of amiable manners, and exemplary 
humanity, having been unhappily delayed at a ferry which 
lay in his way home, and having gone to the neighbouring. 
houſe of an old college friend, Dr. Waller, was wayelaid 
and marked for murder by theſę barbarians z that while he 
fat round the fire with his hoſt, a volley of muſquetry was | 
fired into the windows, which laid Mrs, Waller dead at 
her huſband's ſeet ; that the terrified ſervants were, for 
ſelf-preſervation, forced to give up their unhappy gueſt to 
the fury of the brotherhood z and that this excellent gen · 
tleman was mangled and ſlaughtered, with circumſtances of 
cruelty too horrible even for Indian ſavages to hear; and 
yet theſe are men to be conciliated by fair words and ſooth- 
ing promiſes ; theſe are the injured innocents whoſe fine 
feelings are tempered to conciliation, Has the noble Earl 
heard of the murder of Dr. Knipe, within twenty miles 
of this city ? Has he heard of Mr. Comyn, butchered 

C 3 within 
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within a few miles of his own ſeat at Ballinahjnch,, ſor the 
crime of having enrolled himſelf for the defence of his 
country, and having dared to accept a commiſfion under 
his King? Has he heard of Mr. Butler's aſſaſſination, 
another Proteſtant clergyman murdered by the Uxiox? 
Has he read the dark and bloody catalogue of murder, 
which is a diſgrace to this country ; and will he contend 
that, while an inviſible power of darkneſs is dealing deftruc- 
tion round the country, Goyernment is to reſt on its arms, 
and temporiſe with treaſon until the maſſacre is completed? 
Was Lord Camden, when it was repreſented to him that 
the Gentlemen of the country were ſo overpowered by 
treaſon, that they muſt either ſubmit to aſſaſſination, or 


join this peſtilent Union ? was he then to delay exerting 


the authorities of the State, or was he not bound to act as 
he did to iſſue his direction for diſarming the adherents of 
rebelllon? Does the noble Earl know what the ſituation 
of this country was and is? If he does not, I will give 
him ſome materials to form his opinion. —Mr. Conolly, 


who ſpends a large fortune in this country; who. at his 


houſe af Caſtletown lives in a ſtate of hoſpitality by which 


hundreds are ſupported, diſcovered in the laſt Summer a 


conſpiracy within the walls of his own houſe, to murder 
him and his truly amiable lady; a lady whoſe whole life 
has been devoted to the ſervice of her fellow Creatures, 
whoſe humanity and charity haye been inceſſant in theit 


Activity, who was the mother, the patroneſs, the benefac- 


treſs of the whole country around her, whoſe virtues are 
as far aboye praiſe as they are univerſal in their exerciſe, 


yet even ſhe was to fall before the fury of the Union; 


her huſband, who had toiled through a long and honourable 
life for the advantage of his eountry, was to be murdered 
along with her, and their houſe delivered up to a band of 


rufflans. br Was to be done by the very wretches who 


lived 


tm) 
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purpoſes of the Union, as not to ſcruple even the murdet 


of their friend and their benefactreſs. I myſelf was at 
Caſtletown ſoon after; I found that hoſpitable manſion in 
a ſtate of regular fortification; after ſun-ſet the doors all 
barred and chained, and a chevaur de friſe planted round 
chem, and a regular guard of ſoldiers mounted in the houſe 
— and yet with all this precaution, Lady Louiſa aſſured 
me that ſhe was afraid to ſuffer me or ady one elſe to fl 
in an apartment on the lower tory. Does the noble E 
ſuppoſe that the gentlemen of Ireland. would tamely lie 
down, and hold out their necks to the knife of the affaſſins, 
and give up their families, their property, their country, 
without an effort for their preſervation ? 

What would he have ſaid to a Government which faw 


rebels arm themſelves by the plunder of the loyal, and 


allowed them to wait for foreign aid, without making at 
leaſt on attempt to diſarm them? Should Government 
have looked on while they maſſacred the loyal with the 
fame arms of which they robbed them, and not make an 


effort to deprive them of the means of miſchief? They 


did give orders to diſarm the rebels. Is there a man in 
this Houſe who will fay that order was not legal? No 


man will fay ſo; the army was neceſſarily employed for 


ee che is Bet ſays he zequits the army of 
any intentional act of impropriety; but if Iwere a mili- 
tary man I ſhould thank him little for his acquittal. He 
ſays they acted under their orders; does he mean to inſi- 


nuate that there was an immediate communication of pri- 
vate orders between Government and the ſubaltern offi- 
cers who were entruſted with the different parts ef this 
duty? That a fort of whiſpering eonnection ſubſiſted be - 
twoen miniſters. and the private ſoldiers? And that Ge- 
neral Lake ſuffered the Lord Lieutenant to paſs him over 
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and Alus his moles to ae * vet We in 
The noble Lord night 1 ally "WY at the af; 
1 eaſily have called for a copy of the orders iſſued 
to General Lake by command of the Lord Lieutenant. I 
have theſe orders in my hand, and by hearing them your 
Lordſhips will judge of the grounds upon which the Bri- 
tiſh Cabinet bas been accuſed, of ſetting up a ſyſtem - of 
oppreſſion and inquiſition in this country. ——— Here his 
Lordſhip read a copy of the inſtructions given to General 
Lake, dated the 3d of March 1797, nearly to the ſollow- 


ing effect: 


Sin, 7 | | 
« I am directed by his Ht the Lord 1 | 


to acquaint you, that in conſequence of information given 


to Government, additional meaſures are deemed neceſſary 
in your diſtrict, including the counties of Antrim, Tyrone, 
Down, and Londonderry. It has been repreſented that 
ſecret aſſociations have encreaſed in thoſe counties to an 
alarming degree; keeping down the loyal inhabitants by 
the terror of their numbers; that they aſſemble by night 


in great bodies to diſarm the peaceable inhabitants of thoſe 


counties; that they have fired at magiſtrates in the ex- 


ecution of their duty; that they threaten the perſons f 


thoſe who dare to oppoſe their practices; that in their 


nocturnal excurſions they collect arms; that they have cut 


down woods to make themſelves pike-ſhafts ; that they have 


ſtolen lead to make bullets; that they have endeavoured 


to intimidate the inhabitants from enrolling in the yeo- 
manry; and that thoſe amongſt, them who are merchants 
or manufacturers, have refuſed to employ or to purchaſe 
from, thoſe who are yeomen; that they have attacked 


houſes and. murdered their Iphabicanty. particularly Mr, 
Comyn 


(B) 

Comyn of Newtownards] for mling joined an yeos | 
manry corps, and that they carry on this ſyſtem in EXx=. 
pectation of à landing of the enemy in this country. In 
order to prevent theſe practices, and to' prevent the 1 
of giving affiſtance to an enemy, you are to diſpoſe of 5 
the military force under your command, as to diſarm all 
perſons within your diſtrict "who are not arrayed i in bs 
Majeſty's ſervice; and, in order to carry this order into 
effect, his Excellency gives you full authority 0 give 
ſuch diſcretionary orders as your "own prudence mall 
dictate; that the diſaffected may be deprived of the means 
of offence, and the peaceable be protected in their "lives 
and properties. You are to diſperſe all perſons aſſembled 
in numbers, whether i in arms or other wiſe, without wait= | 
ing for the civil authority, as the peace of the country 
might be endangered by waiting for ſuch authority. Ve 
are to act with the utmoſt caution to prevent communica- 
tions between the diſaffected, and you are for that purpo! 


to eſtabliſh "Peeters on al the roads in che =. 
* Ke. | a * 2 10 F 7 


J * 11 * 13 p 11 : | f fs » 
1 a 1 — 44 «/ þ 1 wf3 * ©] a3 $23 it : 


Thicke are the inſtructions from his Excellency to 
General Lake; and I call upon the diſpaſſionate and 
candid feelings of the noble Earl himſelf to ſay, whether 
he was juſtified by the fact, in ſtating Government to have 

acted upon a ſyſtem of goading the people into inſurrection, 
in charging them with introducing the horrid practices of 
the inquiſition, or the feudal tyranny of the corfeu—a word 
which he knew ſounded moſt hatefully in an Engliſh « ear 
word which he knew every Engliſhman learned to deteſt, 
in the very firſt rudiments of his own hiſtory. oth 
In conſequence of theſe orders General Lake did exert 
himſelf with effect to diſarm the rebels in the counties of 


Down; Antrim; Londonderry, and Tyrone; and „ 
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the.reft, che Noble Earl's own town of Bellinsbinch! | 
and I am well fatisfied, that this very town, next after 
| Hella is ae the me citadels. of treaſon. inthe 
kingdom of Ireland. RY 
| The Noble Lord has told your Lordſhips that he al- 
fembled the inhabitants of that town: that he did (and 
no doubt have I but he did moſt earneſtly) ſet before them 
the miſchiefs of republicaniſm, the virtues of his Sove- 
reign, and the many excellent qualities of the heir appa - 
rent; he has told you that he read their loyalty in their 


88 EYES) and that it was expreſſed without a poſſibility of de- 
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geption in their countenances, - I ſhall uſe a legal phraſe 
| known to many of their Lordſhips, and ſuppoſe, that this 
loyalty excited þy the virtues of the heir apparent, is in 
abeyance during the life of his preſent Majeſty ; but let 
that Noble Lord read in the trials of the Monaghan ſol- 
diers, which he may find at the War Office, the diſloyalty 
of that town, he will find that thoſe unfortunate men were 
firſt ſeduced and ſworn by one of the Noble Earl's own 
' tenants, in that town of Ballinahinch ; that as an induce» 
ment to them to deſert their colours and fteal their arms, 
commiſſions were given them in that town of Ballina- 
hinch, for the Revolutionary Army; he will find that this | 
charge was not proved by inconſiſtent or wavering wit- 
neſſes, but were the ſolemn confeſſions of the unhgppy 
men at the moment of their execution. That yery town 
of, Ballinahinch was directed by General Lake to give up 
its arms; they refuſed, and it was not until they were 
threatened with a military force that they did give them 
up, and, amongſt other things, no inconſiderable quantity 
of pikes—are pikes arguments for Reform—are pikes the 
emblems of loyalty to the heir apparent. Need I remind 
the Nöble Earl, that his own groom and gardener, in that 
very wn. e themſelves Members * the 
| nion; 


(un 


Union: that they. admitted, that pike handles. had been 
goncealed in his timber-yard, which the delicacy of Gen. 
Lake forbad his fearching without notice to his Lordſhip 
and that his Lordſhir's Agent, on ſearching the place after« 
wards, admitted thr,c he found ſome traces of their having 
deen there concealed And it was the moſt natural place 
for disaffected perſons to have concealed their arms when 
a ſearch was apprehended, as the houſe of a Nobleman of 


his name and character would probably be the moſt ſecure 


place poſſible againſt a ſearch for the arms of rebellion. 
The Noble Earl has ſaid, that the town of Hallinahinck 
was accuſed only on the proof of Morgan; I have ſhewn 


chat there was melancholy and fatal proof of its diſloyalty; 
but what was the fate of Morgan be was ſent to Don- 


patrick for ſecurity—unluekily, he ventured to quit that 


town, and he was murdered by a party who came on 
| horſeback; and it was aſcertained, that à party of men on 
horſeback, had about the very fame period leſt the town 
of Ballinghinch, Within theſe two months the people of 
that town have made two centinels drunk, and then ſtole 
from them upwards of 100 rounds of ball-cartridge: and 


this is the loyal town of Ballinahinch, I ſtate theſe cir- 


eumſtances, that the Noble Earl may know the kind of 
perſons amongſt whom he lives; for if he be not very for- 
tunate, indeed, he may meet the ſame fate at Ballinahinch, 
which was intended for Mr, Conolly at Celbridge. 

The Noble Earl ſtated, that the firſt act of outrage flow - 
ing from the ſyſtem adopted by Government, was the de» 
ſtruction of a printing preſs at Belfaſt. This he has di- 


rectly charged upon Government, but has eompletely ac. 


quitted General Lake. From the ſtatement made by him, 


one would ſuppoſe that a Britiſh Regiment had marched to 


attack that preſs, with drums and colours, under orders of 
9 What is. the fact ? Four ſoldiers of the 
Mo» 


* 


( 28) . 

Monaghan regiment of Militia, having been Sue“ at 
Ballinahinch, were condemned by a Court Martial; they 
were executed confeſſing their crime; ; their fellow-foldiers, ah 
in ſhame and repentance, entered into an engagement to 
abſtain from ſuch practices, and to give up any traitor who 
ſhould come amongſt them; two or three of them carried 
this engagement to the office of the Northern Star for in- 
fertion ; they were told that they were pack of ſcurvy 
fellows, and that their advertiſement ſhould not be pub- 
liſhed. Irritated at this anſwer, ſmarting under the recent 
puniſhment of their comrades, and aſeribing, not unnatu- 
rally, the execution of their fellow-ſoldiers to the baneful 
influence of that paper; they reported it to ſome of their 
comrades, whom they met off duty; they did moſt ' cer- 
tainly attack the office, and do a great deal of miſchief, 
but Col. Leſlie coming amongſt them, prevailed on them 
to diſperſe before they had proceeded far. Then, indeed, a 
number of other ſoldiers, and the yeomanry of the town, 
did complete the work, aud utterly demoliſh all the ma- 
terials of the newſpaper. ” Now could the Noble Earl at- 
tribute this oonduct of a few irritated and di ſorderly fol- 
Vers to the ſyſtem adopted by Government: 1 

The next ſtory is that of a light found in an houſe at 
night by a patrole, and put out by the ſoldiers, notwith- 
ſtanding a child lay in convulſions in the houſe, and the 
parent entreated that the light might be allowed to remain 
in In one inſtance, upon which this ſtory may have been 
founded, the ſurgeon of the regiment was the officer of the 
patrole, and far from uſing any harſhneſs or ſeverity, ſuf- 
fered the light to remain, lent aſſiſtance himſelf to the ſick 


infant, and returned the next day to viſit its parents with 


money and medicine. In another caſe, a man near Down- 
patrick had a light in his houſe; the patrole found it, and 
one of the ſoldiers put it out with a ſtone; the man, far 
N WE OM from | 


| ed. What was the caſe ?. Information was given againſt 


Noll. Cologel Iſaac Haynes, an officer of the American 


1 2 


nk a 


that, he knew. if he. had aſked leaves, he would have been 
allowed to keep, it burning; * and. I have it from indubitas 
ble. authority, that the Noble Earl's land-ſtewarg, did, 1 
within this week, endeavour to prevail upon that man to 

give evidence of the fact, and that the man refuſcd,, even 
under the threat of being forced to your Lordſhip $ bar for 


that purpoſe. „ d ai Ee Sin 


The next ſtory i is chat of a a blackſmith who. was picket. 


that man that he had manufactured a large quantity of | | 
97 and when A party was Tent. to ſearch for thoſe pikes, 1 
e denied any knowledge whatever of them. The ſol⸗ [11 
diers, by way of, terrifying him into confeſſion, did cer- | 
tainly put a rope about his neck, and threaten him With | 
hanging ; but they proceeded no farther ; he was taken to ft 
Downgatrick, and there by a Colonel, of Fencibles, Who n 
is ſince dead, he Was put upon the picket. He gave in- 1 
formation then, and not till then, of the pikes, and more F 


than one hundred of them were ſeized the next day in con · 


ſequence, ns | | 
It might be a ferious 8 — the _ of 2 
murders prevented by this ſeizure of Pikes, did not much | 
over-balance the ſufferings of the blackſmith ! 17 rebellion | | 
is to be met by the flow operation of the law, there would | 
ſoon be no law at all. I put, it to the Noble Earl's own 
heart, is there not 2 rebellion of a moſt deſj erate . 
nature in this country, with the object w which 1 haye 
ſtated? A rebellion of the moſt dangerous nature, As it 
aſſumes no viſible ſhape « or form in which, to be combat 
ed. | 
In the year 1982, 2 America, * 7 ace of rebels. 


army, 
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4 was taken by a patrole, ard being merely identiied 
as a perſon who had taken the oath of allegiance, was fot 
endeavouring to corrupt the troops by terrifying the timid 


and ſeducing the weak, hanged without further ceremony; 


and what was the deferice made for this act? That dur- 


ing art actual rebellion, to wait for the forms of law, was 
t yield to the rebels. 


© What is the actufation unk Lord Camden! That 
during a rebellion in this country, the rebels having en- 
dexvoured to corrupt the King's troops, to ſeduce * the 


weak, and terrify the timid, having manufactured pikes, 


ſtolen arms, murdered magiſtrates, and affrighted the 
country, avowing their deſign of waiting for foreign ald 
to overthrow the conſtitution, and renoutice all allegiance; 
that theſe perfons were, by the order of Lord Camden, 
difatmed and deprived of the power of offending agalaff 
the faws and peace of the country, that he might be faved 


the painful neceſſity of hanging them, like Colonel 
Haynes, without any form of trial. I atn confident that 


che Noble Earl who acted thus to the American Colonel, 
held it a painful but indiſpenſable part of his duty; but let 
me remind him that this act, which had nearly coſt the life 


of an amiable and gallant officer, now in this country 


(Sir Charles Afgilt) is a ſtrong comment upon the neceſ- 
fity which has unhappily prevailed in Ireland. 

The Noble Earl has mentioned the- name of Newell; 
it is worth while to recollect who the man was; he had 


been a miniature painter, and belonged to the Iriſh Union, 


He went to paint for a gentleman of well known loyalty 


In the country, and fell ſick; during that time, of courſe, 


he diſcontinued his attendance at their meetings, and be- 


ing ſuppoſed to have informed againſt the Brotherhood, 
was marked down in the book of death. On his-return to 
| Belfaſt, he was T by a number of perſons of the 


fraternity 


8 
* 


2 R 2 2 E 


- 
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1 
fraternity i in a dark night, and nearly aste; y for 


dis danger, and finding himſelf proſeribed, did certainly 0 
| evidence of material conſequence. to Government, . 
e Noble Lord ſays he has ſeen his confeſſion: has he 
feen the confeffion' of the man who "bribed him, and the 


other witneſs, Bird, at an expence of 400l. to with-hald 


their evidence. But if the Noble Earl does not believe . 
Newell, muſt ke not believe the papets "Found i in the com- 
mittee rooms to which Newell had. directed the officer, | 


and round which papers the committee was found fitting, 


If he will take the trouble to examine thoſe papers, he 5 
will find in them a ſyſtem of treaſan of which he can 


have little conception. On the report of the committee 


to whom thoſe papers were referred, the Parliament ad- : 
drefſed the Lord Lieutenant to make uſe of the powers 


which the Conſtitution had put into his hands to ſuppreſs 
rebellion. Will the noble Earl come forward and tell the 


Parliament that they are dupes and fools, and have been 
impoſed upon by the ſhallow artifice of Mr. Newell, I 
appeal to the noble Earl, does he think from his ſeat of 


Donnington, in Leiceſterſhire, he can judge better of the 


Mate of this country than we who are chained here to face 


the inſolence of rebellion? Are pikes and revolutic 


armies, fair l conſtitutional . of Govern= 


ment: 2 
The noble Earl talks of tie,” With whom ? 


with the Executive Directory of the Union, Does he 


know their names? if he does, he will confer a fingular 
favour on Government by diſcloſing them. I know the 
honourable and liberal mind of the, noble Earl has been 
impoſed upon. Would he have his Majeſty's Govern- 
ment afk in a tone of ſupplication, © Gentlemen, on what 


terms will you give us peace?” Would the noble Earl . 
| himſelf degrade his charakter fo far as to aſk it? If he 


did, 
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did, I know they would not treat with him; they would 
| 1 ſoon treat with me; but if they treated at all, [they 


would follow © the example of their brethren | in F rance z 
they would fay, *la) down your arms, repeal your tef 


- Lys, ſubmit to Our mercy—and. then 1 we. will tell you 


* whit more we © would have ow « 421129 


15 conſequence' of Genetal tales 'proclamation. _ 
fubſequent conduct, the country was faſt returning to 
peace and comfort. Induſtry began to re· appear, and ma- 
nufactures to flour iſh; "until the noble Earl made his un- 
fortunate ſpeech i in the Britiſh Parliament, and avowed his 
deſign of coming to this country. As ſoon as this Was 
announced, the broken ſpirits of the Union revived---an 
aſſociation was formed for the collection of. grieyances--> 
a call was, publiſhed to all manner of perſons to bring in 
accounts of outrage.--- « Come unto me all ye that we 
4 heavy teaden, and diſburthen your grievances to us.“ 
This was the ſignal for new | diſturbances, and has unhap- 
pily been too ſucceſsful. D | 

The noble Earl had by bis ſpeech fully pol . Genes 
ral Lake and his officers of any imputation! but he had 


144 F#\% 


Upon. 'the Government ; 1 "by. way, of 5 of the 


conduct of that Government, permit me, my Lords, to 
read the inſtructions iſſued to the Commander i in Chief 


for carrying into effect the ec of; the 170 of 


May. | | 
* [Here bis Lordſhip read the eras, the chief 
points of which were: That the loyal inhabitants and 
thoſe who teſtified their penitence by taking advantage of 
the proclamation ſhould be protected; that traitors ſhould 
be diſarmed that perſons found armed with pikes ſhould 


be conſidered as rebels and treated as ſuch that all conſi- 


derable bodies of men aſſembled ſhould be diſperſed-—rthat 


* 


= 33) 
ds attempts had been made to ſeduce the King's troops; 
the utmoſt care ſhould be taken to prevent communication; 
and that as the peace might be endangered by delay, the 
aunty ſhould act without waiting for the civil magiſtrate. ] 
It is neceſſary, my Lords, to explain to the nbble Earl 
the cauſe of one part of theſe inſtructions. In the month 
of May laſt upwards of 4,000 men paraded in rank and 
file, and marched through this city in the face of day upon 
the Sabbath, under pretence of attending a funeral, in as 
regular order and diſcipline as any army the noble Earl ever 
commanded. The object of the Union by this meaſurs /- || 
was to make a diſplay of their ſtrength, to prove their re- | 
gularity, diſcipline, and number of their force, to awe. it 
the timid, and ſeduce the wavering.. The loyalty and IF 
alacrity of the yeomen and army did indeed prevent their 1 


= Cs. ERS INTO Pe. Of 


| 
doing more than make this very inſolent . in all the 
a en ſtreets in the capital. = | | | 
. In conſequence of the order for ſeizing arms, within a | | 
month after it was iſſued not leſs than 4,000 piles, bes ; | | 
tween 4 and 5,000 muſquets, 2 pieces of cannon, and an | i 
howtitzer were ſeized within General Lake's diſtri, and - | 
ſent into his Majeſty's ordnance ſtores; a noble Lord, who 
now fits near me, himſelf ſeized the: cannon. Does the 
noble Earl ſay that cannon are kept for ſhooting ſnipes; | | 
are pikes conſtitutional arguments for repealing the Teſt | | | 
AQ; for Catholic Emancipation and Parliamentary Re- | | 
form. Are pikes, and cannon, and howitzers to be left | 
in the poſſeſſion of ſuch men? Theſe very pikes, and | 
cannon, and hawitzers were, by the returns of the Union, 2 | 
found at Belfaſt, diſcovered to be the principal part of theit | | 
effective force. I will tell the noble Earl that if he had | 


met only Catholic Emancipation and Parliamentary Ne- 


form to oppoſe him in America, he might have ſoon-put =o 
an end to the rebellion, and marched unmoleſted from one ; ul 
. end — 
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Cas 


end to the other of * continent; but in . cane. 
non and howitzers, he found much more formidable an- 
tagoniſts. | 
About the\time of Ming this oder, a report was with 
no ſmall induſtry circulated, of a probable change of Ad- 
miniſtration. ſent to the leaders of the 
Union to ſtate chat now was the moment for Ireland 
to come forward in ſupport of the expected change. 
This motion had nearly thrown the North back into up- 
roar—a requiſition was ſigned to the ſheriff of the county 
of Down, deſiring him to call an illegal meeting of all the 
inhabitants of that proclaimed and rebellious county, to 
diſcuſs a petition to his Majeſty for that purpoſe. | To 
that requiſition many names were ſigned ; names which 1 
never recollect to have ſeen ſigned to any meeting or ſub- 
ſcription for depreſſing treaſon and protecting loyal ſub- 
jects; and what will perhaps aſtoniſh your Lordſhips, 
many names of the very magiſtrates who had memorialed 
Government to proclaim the county out of the King's 
peace, were ſigned to this requiſition for a tumultuous 
meeting of a' diſturbed diſtrict. - _ 

The magiſtrates very properly refuſed to Gen? an 8 
ſo ſtrangely. illegal; but notwithſtanding, a petition was 
framed and carried about the county for ſignatures z and 
if I am rightly informed a right reverend prelate, a pro- 
teſtant biſhop, who has not ſince appeared in his place 
until this day, did firſt ſign that abſurd and illegal requi- 
ſition, and did afterwards hawk that underhand petition 
round the county to procure ſignatures to a paper which was 
to lay a poſitive falſehood at his Majeſty's feet. 

In that petition it is aſſerted, that in confequence of che 
war, the manufactures of Ireland had been deſtroyed z that 
by a war which had laid waſte the German empire, the 

demand for uin linen had” been diminiſhed, and this ab- 

ſurd 


ww 


d 


” £1 WE. 
furd impoſition was laid before the throne ander a autho⸗ 
rity of a Proteſtant biſhop; . % 


1 will ftate the fact for your Lerdhbips t to 3 by: 


The average of linen exported for four years immediately 
preceding the war was, NINE millions four hundred thou- 
ſand pounds in value; the average for the firſt four years 
of the war was, ELEVEN millions two hundred thouſand 
pounds; ſo that the country which we were told was ruined - 
in its manufactures by the war, had abſolutely gained Two 
millions upon the average: In the year 1796, THREE 
millions were exported, a greater export than had ever 
been known ſince the manufacture was firſt eſtabliſhed; 
but what, my Lords, was the ſecret of this miſtake but 
ſimply this; the party in England had made the ſame com- 
plaint, and it was neceſſary for their friends in Ireland to 
follow them right or wrong: In the year 179% (greater 
part of which has paſſed. ſince the petition) there was a 
great decreaſe, indeed, of this manufacture; but did: the 
petitioners ſtate the true reaſon? Did they ſtate that the 
northern weavers had given up the ſhuttle: for the pike? 
that they.had abandoned their ſober habits of induſtry and 
religion, for midnight outrage and traiterous aſſociations ? 
that they had degenerated from manufacturers into murder- 
ers? did they ſtate that by theſe means the manufaQures, the 
comforts, and the tranquility of the country were deſtroyed? 
if they had ſtated this, they would have told the truth. 

It has been ſaid, that the trade of Belfaſt has been re- 
duced to one fifteenth ; I hold in my hand, my Lords, a a 
return of the cuſtoms of Belfaſt; and I find, that the dif- 

ference between 92, oool. and 85;0001.-is the only defalca- 

tion in the trade of that town—a defalcation of 7,000. _ 

Did they mean to ſay, my Lords, that the trade of the 

kingdom at large, has been ruined by. the war: how is 

this proved? is it becauſe the increaſe of your exports over 
your imports has left a balance in your favour of 606,000. ? 
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Is it becauſe the tonnage of this ruined country has inereafſs 
ed within the laſt four years in the quantity of 14;872 tons 
of ſhipping? is this a proof that the country is groaning 
under the effects of the war, under an arbitrary and cor- 
rupt government, under the inſolence of a wanton and un- 


_ controuled ſoldiery? and yet his Majeſty is gravely aſſured 


under the authority of a Proteſtant Biſhop; that the trade 
of the country is diminiſhing ; while the fact is, that no 
nation in Europe had, at that time, nn by the war 
but the kingdom of Ireland. 


If che noble Earl is inclined to doukts: if any Ging be 


wanting to convince him of the fact; let him look to the 
midland and ſouthern counties, he will there find that the 


farmers had become opulent, that the condition of the 
peaſantry, a thing my moſt anxious wiſhes hardly ex- 
pected, had been conſiderably bettered, that the country 


was ſmiling with tillage and improvement to a degree 
beyond the hopes of the moſt ſanguine ſpeculator. 


It is, 
indeed, heart-breaking to any one that loves the country, 


to ſee tlie progreſs of that proſperity arreſted by the ma- 
lice of theſe peſtilent traitors who have ſo labouted for 
the deſtruction of the country. 

This dfabolical Union had previouſly to the attempt a 1796 
given France to underſtand, that the moment her fleet ap- 
peared upon our coaſts, every man in the country would riſe 
to welcome its approach; what was the fact? the moment 
their fleet did appear, there was a burſt of loyalty through 
the South, which completely cohtradicted this aſſurance ; 


it was a proud and happy circumſtance for the country to 


fee, that the people were ſenſible of the bleſſings they 
enjoyed; to fee them engage in the toils.of the military, 


and ſhare their little comforts and their cabins with the 


ſoldiery as with their friends and protectors. When Mr. 


Tone returned to Paris, he Was told, You have deeeiv- 


1323 


6755 


ed us; you teld us, that when we appeared we ſhoul be 


received gladly ; ; and when we did appear, the whole 
country roſe to oppoſe us. He promiſed to remedy 
this miſtake ; his directions were conveyed to the Unton, 
and emiſſaries were immediately diſpatched from the North 


and "this city, in the phraſe of the Union, to organize 
the South. 


Does the noble Earl really i imagine that the diſturban- 5 


ces of the South have ariſen from the abſtract queſtions 


of Emancipation and Reform ? I will be bold to fay that 


if he were to talk on thoſe ſubjects in the province of 
Munſter, that there is not a peaſant or farmer there who 
would underſtand him a jot more than if he recited the 
quotation from Cicero which he has given your Lordſhips 


this night; the people in the South were happy, they were | | 


growing into proſperity; that happineſs and proſperity 
have been blaſted by the peſtilential influence of the 
Union. The counties of Kerry and Limerick are alone 


free from the taint ; they are ſtill free; and will the noble 


Lord tell me that this perverſion aroſe from the oppreſ- 
ſions of Government? or that the corfeu has been revived 


in the province of Munſter ? Is he wild enough to ima- 


gine that it is the intereſt of Government to ſet the coun- 


try into rebellion, in order to be the better prepared in its 
defence againſt foreign invaſion ? Or will he not be con- 


vinced from theſe proofs that the Unton having ſuffi- 

ciently organized the North, have been proceeding to de: 
ſtroy the South by their organization? It may be a relief 
to your Lordſhips from this melancholy recital to hear 
that the linen trade of the North is recovering the ſhock 
of the Union, and that its proſperity, interrupted by « dit. 


turbance, is recommencing with its tranquillity. 


Has the noble Earl heard of another branch of che 


'Unon ſyſtem of a conſpiracy, formed within a few weeks 
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wk with ſome of his Majeſty's ſoldiers, to ſedyce other. 


of the troops, t to deliver up the fort of Athlone and its 
magazine to the rebels, or in caſe of failure to blow. it 


up; and will he tell me that this is a mere trick of the 
i Government of. Ireland to juſtify its meaſures ? Was 


Athlone diſturbed by ſpeculative grieyances ? Did reform 
or emancipation make it W to ſeize or deſtroy his 
Majeſty's garriſon? . TEA T 
The county, of Kildare i is now in as Wes yy a e as 
ever. any part of Ulfter, was; yet a ſimilar attempt to that 


of Down was made to obtain a mob meeting, and a peti- 


tion for a change of miniſters; a petition was indeed car- 


ried about, and I am well informed that the name of 3 
lame mendicant, whom many of your Lordſhips have 
ſeen, | begging in an hollow of the road near Naas, was 
one of the firſt ſignatures to the petition, and that a noble 
peer paſſed a whole day collecting ſignatures in the little 
town of Leixlip, and loſt near two hours of that day in 


_ urging a blackſmith, his apprentice, journeyman and la- 


bourer, to ſign this petition for the diſmiſſal of Miniſters. 
It i is hardly poſſible that the country ſhould be otherwiſe 
than diſturbed, when diſturbance is encouraged by thoſe 
paltry artifices i in men of rank, who uſe thoſe means to 


force one ſet of men, or another ſet of men, out of the 


Cabinet of Great Britain, In explanation of what I have 


ſaid will your Lordſhips permit me to read a late order 
of the Executive Directory of the Union, and you will 


- ſee by it how near we are to peace and conciliation: : 


” United Iriſhmen, 198 numbers are now wo much in» 
creaſed, that you may juſtly be called the- people; but 
your organization, muſt increaſe with your numbers, for 
without it, how can your ſtrength be brought to act? 
Conſider what a time this is; . when F rance has, after 

oyer- 
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oyereoming all the powers of Europe, marched all ber 
troops to her coaſts for the Invaſion of Great Britain and 
Ireland, to meet men arrayed in the cauſe of Liberty, and 


anxious to receive them. Great Britain falling into 
' bankruptcy and ruin; this is the moment for you to ex- 


ert yourſelves, unite and organize, and, ere long, you muſt 


be free.” 


4 * 
* 


They : are then forbid to nd any orders not rin 
conveyed them through their repreſentatives. This is 


dated the 1ſt of February, 1798, and I underſtand, from a 
noble Lord near me, that another vopy of this order Was 


found dropped in the ſtreets of Adiy, © k ent 


Another order iflued within a very few days, enjoins 
the Union to meet in bodies of not more than five or fix, 
to wear no particular uniform, to wait in confidence for 
the time when they will receive aſſiſtance from the armies 
of France, and they muſt ſucceed. | 1 18 51 

Before I fit down, my Lords, allow me to advert to 4 
new revolutionary engine of this Union which has been 
reſorted to of late, When it was found that the protec- 
tion afforded to the witneſſes, magiſtrates and jurors, en- 
ſured and eſtabliſhed the operation of the laws, a ſcheme 
was deyiſed to debaſe the adminiſtration of juſtice. Every 
man concerned in that adminiſtration was held up as the 
moſt corrupt, tyrannical, and profligate of characters; the 


| truth was perverted, the 'moſt ſcandalous miſrepreſenta- 


tions made of the conduRt of the courts, and the whole 
force of the Usion was bent to propagate theſe falſehoods; 


That this was moſt Aagrantly the caſe with reſpe& to 


William Orr; executed for felony, I ſhall prove to your 
Lordſhips by a recital of the real circumſtances. This man 
was indicted for endeavouring to ſeduce two ſoldiers of a 
regiment of Fencibles from their 7 Fo allegiance ; the 
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810 
names of the men were Wheatly and Lindſey; their names 


had been ſcund in a liſt of the Union ſeized upon a Com- 


mittee in the act of ſitting; the men were taken up 
they confeſſed the crime, and each diſtinctly and ſeparately 
charged Orr as the Secretary of the meeting at which 
they had been ſworn; they named ſeveral of the perſons 
preſent, not one of whom was brought to diſprove them; 
and although a witneſs was brought to diſcredit Wheatly, 
the evidence he gave was of ſuch an incredible nature, 
that the learned Judge did not think it neceſſary to take 
it down in the note-book the other witneſs was never 
impeached, and Orr was found guilty by a jury, who at 
the ſame time, though repeatedly cautioned to re-con- 
ſider their verdict, recommended him to mercy: a motion 
was afcerwards made in arreſt of judgement. An account 
of this trial was printed, and, to the diſgrace of the pro- 
feſſion to which I have the honour to belong, mutilated 


and garbled as it is, it is obvieuſly produced under the in- 


ſpection of a barriſter 3 by that account of the motion in 
arreſt of judgment, the country is given to underſtand, 
that Orr was tried under a ſtatute which had expired, al- 
though there were ſeveral other counts in the indictment 


it it were poſſible to ſuppoſe that the Inſurrection Act was 


not in ferce; the motion was over-ruled, and after it had 
been ſo diſpoſed of, a counſel who wears the King's gown 
came into Court, and ſtated an affidavit that the jury was 
drunk; he was aſked why he did ſo? he replied, that his 
object was to move for an attachment againſt the jury; 
but the real object of its introduction was to ſlander the 
adminiſtration of juſtice, and for no other purpoſe. The 
noble and learned judge, as was his duty, tranſmitted the 
recommendation of the jury to Government ; he was aſk- 


eld if he concurred in that nenen f He declared 


* he could not. 
| Aﬀdavits 


(4a) 
| Aﬀidavits were then made and tranſmitted to the Lord 
Lieutenant to impeach the conduct of the jury; but al- 
though this report contains an account of an affidavit dif 
crediting the witneſs, it is moſt certain that no ſuch affi» 
davit was ever laid before the Lord Lieutenant. And 
here, my Lords, allow me to obferve upon this practice 
of Magiſtrates taking affidavits of this kind; in my mind, 
there is no ſort of right in a Magiſtrate to do ſo—no more 
than he has to fit and preſide in the Court of Chancery 
nor could any indiftment for perjury be founded upon ſuch 
an affidavit. Upon ſuch grounds as theſe, the execution 
of this man has been held out as a murder; and at a 
drunken meeting at a Tavern in London, a Member of 
the Engliſh Parliament is ſaid to have given as a toaſt the 
« Memory of William Orr baſely murdered ;” and i it 
alſo ſaid, that another worthy geatleman, with equal zea? | 
and delicacy, at the ſame meeting gave as his bumper toaſt 
= 3 May the Lord Lieutenant and the Iriſh Cabinet be 
fade in the ſituation of William Orr. 

The object of all this, my Lords, is very plain: If the 
ſources of public juſtice are thus poiſoned, its Adminiſtra- 
tion will ſoon become impracticable. 

Another part of this ſyſtem is apparent in the trig of 
one Finerty a printer, for a moſt infamous libel on the | 
Lord Lieutenant. This trial has been publiſhed, I hope || 
falſely and inaccurately 3 for under the guiſe of a ſpeech ” | 

from counſel, is contained an abominable libel on the ad- | 
miniſtration of juſtice ; for which the counſel who could 
dare to utter it, deſerved” the pillory infinitely more than J 
Finerty his client: in it the Jury are told that they are a 


packed Jury. The Judge is informed, that the priſoner ; 
is not to expect a fair charge from him, and it is through- 
out aſſumed as an acknowledged truth that William Orr „ 
was murdered; and thus the wretched man who had en- Sl 
| | af 5 
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cate in | the publication ofa libe] u upon public juſtice, ad 
put in effect the new engine of the Revolutionary Govern- 
ment; and yet theſe ; are the worthy Gentlemen who are 
to be conciliated b. 37 fair promiſes, by Parliamentary ian 
and Catholic Emancipation. 7 
Does the Noble Earl know that che 9097 ſtatute 1 in this 
country (beſides t the e teſt and ſupremacy a/ts) which affects 
oman Catholics, : as, ſuch, is one to make a certain pro- 
portion of | property, a neceſſary qualification for the keep- 


ing of arms, T need not tell him of what fundamental 
| importance the teſt and ſupremacy laws are to the Confti- 


tution; that they extend alike to all his Majeſty's ſubjects, 


and how the country has flouriſhed under their influence. 
Let me requeſt that Noble Earl when he returns to Eng- 


land to riſe in the Engliſh Houſe to move for a repeal of 


the teſt and ſupremacy laws, I am afraid he will not 
comply, and I will tell him why he will not. He would 
be told, that for an attempt of the very ſame kind, James 
the II. was expelled the throne of England; he would be 
told, that he was about to condemn the principles of the 
Revolution, and to aur e the title of the Houſe of Ha- 
nover. | 

And will any man' fay, that if it be ent to repeal the 
teſt and ſupremacy laws, James the II. who was expelled 
for that attempt, was not worſe uſed than 17 other prince 
ws ever lived. | 

The enden declaration of James the II. ich 
hurled him from the throne, will furniſh no very diſſimilar 
model of the teſt of the Iriſh UN ro. In that declaration 
which your Lordſhips will find in Rapin's Hiſtory, that 
"monarch declared that he had brought in Papiſts to his 


Privy Council for the purpoſes of premoting a brotherhood 
of affeRibn and à conciliation of religious differences; and 


I aſk 


„ 


— «8 


Tal! 


ITafk your Lordſhips, if that declaration had-never taken 


place, would the Houſe of. Hanover have now . on TY 


. throne of theſe kingdoms. 


". Has die. Noble Tart hea abat tha mates of OR coun» 
125 were told within a ſhort period, not to poſtpone- their 
claims until after the war that they ſhould greatly em- 


brace and proudly emancipate - that Government would 
extinguiſh them or they muſt extinguiſh Government. 


The Houſe may indulge me in ſpeaking feelingly upon 


this ſubject, ſince I had nearly fallen a victim to the doc- 
trine, and had nearly been extinguiſhed within a very e 
days after this famous exhortation. 
How will the Noble Earl commence his ak of conci- 7 


8 will he ſay to the men who pledged their lives 
and fortunes for the ſettlement of 1782; you have broken 


your faith to the country, and yet you ought again to be 


relieved; you pledged yourſelves againſt raiſing any cauſes 


of diſſention, and yet you haye toiled to create and ima- 


gine them; ſtill, however, your pledge ſhall be received, 


and your ſecurity ſhall be valid. I. beg the Noble Lord to 
diſcloſe his panacea, his noſtrum which is to conciliate 
ſuch men, and enſure their fidelity; by which a Proteſtant 
Church is to ſtand againſt a Roman Catholic State; the 


Britiſh Conſtitution againſt a Republican Democracy. 
No words are more abuſed than the words Britiſh Con- 
Keimen what are its principles? that the Church and 


State are united, and that he who attempts to ſeparate 
them will ſhake the whole ; ; and this was well known to the 
Union; they ſaw that the Altar was a main pillar of the 


Throne; they deviſed the ſcheme of reyiving religious diſ- 
putes, and if they could ſucceed in exciting animoſities, 
they ſaw that they would carry their purpoſe; another 
principle of the conſtitution is, that no man ſhall exerciſe 


any of the Frs of the State, who tall not give a ſo- 
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lemn proof of bis allegiance to that conftitution i in Church 
and State, a precaution abſolutely neceſſary to its conſer- 
vation. I know that amongſt the Catholics are many 
worthy, good, and loyal men; but I know that they are 
fo becauſe they have not political power; I know that it is 
impoſſible for a man to be a good Catholic without doing 
every thing to forward the intereſts of his Church; and 1 
know that to that purpoſe he muſt employ the power 
which he might obtain in a Proteſtant State. Let me re- 


mind your Lordſhips, that this is no obſolete doctrine 


that it is the baſis of the preſent titular Biſhop of Water- 
ford's celebrated letter; that it is to be found in another 
letter, of another Biſnop of their Church, as ſtrongly re- 
commended, though leſs incautiouſly expreſſed.” I know 
that the moderate Catholics were diſpleaſed at the violence 
of Doctor Huſſey; but I alſo know, it was his expreſſion 


and not his doctrine of which they diſapprove. 


Does the noble Earl recollect, that the act of ſuprema- 


cy which ſtands in the way, is the ſame act which con- 


nects the ſpiritual power of the Church of Ireland to the 
crown of Great Britain? Will he venture to addreſs his 
Majeſty to repeal a law, which it is ſome queſtion, whether 
the King could even aſſent to repeal? Theſe are difficult 
conſtitutional queſtions, not to be decided by the argu- 


ments oſ pikes, and cannon, and howitzers; and, I truſt, 
chat your Lordihips will eſtimate them as they deſerve, and 


not hold out an example of yielding to the N W of 
50 rebellious rabble. 


If it ſhould be the noble Earl's lot to meet with any of 
the Directory of the Union, let him hold this language to 


| them—withdraw your Agent from Paris, and your Am- 


baſſador from Liſle—lay down the arms of which you have 
plundered the loyal, and return to your habits of peace and 


| 3 the favour of Parliament, and you will 


receive 


(4s ) 
" receive it, Tur riddle Lan My be ſurrized'to hear, that 


during the late negotiations at Lifle, the Plenipttentiary Tf 


the Union was there alſo; that his nam is perfectly well 
known to Government; I know it myſelf, and will tell 


the noble Earl when T ſit down if he deſites it; thät this 


Plenipotentiary, who commenced his education in a ſemi- 
nary of Jeſuits, and concluded it in an attorney's office, 
was employed in urging the French Miniſters to the moſt 
exorbitant demands; and that if Great Britain had had the 
meanneſs to yield to the demands of France, as a prelimi- 
nary, the next demand would have been, the ſeparation of 
Ireland from the Britiſh Empire. Will the noble Lord 
undertake to have the Ambaſſador re-called? Will he 


undertake that Arthur O'Connor; the regiſtered printer of ; 
The Prefs,” will ceaſe to diſſeminate treaſon three times 


a week, if his motion be adopted. 
I feel that I have already exhauſted the patience of the 
Houſe; I certainly have exhauſted my own; but I will no 
longer detain your Lordſhips than to aſk, if we give up 
our power, and ſubmit to our enemies, and if the experi- 
ment ſhould fail, what reſource, what return will be 
left to us? And I beſeech the noble Earl, when he ſees 
the condition to which this country. has been reduced 
by the artifices of party, that as he values the peace 
and happineſs of Ireland he will, on his return to Eng- 


land, uſe his influence with the politicians of Great 
Britain, to entreat that they will ceaſe to play the 


game of party politics in this unfortunate country. The 
Noble Earl does not know the people of Ireland ſo 
well as I do; he does not know that there is not ſo 
volatile or credulous a people on the earth ; that they 
are ready to be dupes of any projector if he will only 


profeſs good will towards them ; that they will not he- | 


ſitate if any man comes with a book in one hand, and a 


declaration 
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deeelaration in the other, to take his teſt, provided it pros 
feſſes to be for their advantage. If he knew this, he 
would be leſs ſurprized at the melancholy; influence which 
words and parties have with them, and he would be more 
anxious than he is to prevent the increaſe of ſo f — 


o practice. 
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TEE END, 
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